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The majority of the texts in this compendium are available online.

See in particular:  bbc.co.uk/educationscotland
The two Ian Rankin stories are from Ian Rankin – The Complete Short Stories published by Orion (2005).

For more information about Scottish writing and authors see the following site: http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/arts/writingscotland/
Cover photograph:

Ainslie Place, Edinburgh
Architect: J.G. Graham (1820s)
Photograph: E. Smith (1954)
Source: RIBA British Architectural Library Photographs Collection
Pre-reading (In pairs):
· Describe the following picture in your own words.
· Discuss who you think the person in the picture is and what the person is doing. 
Find Henry Moore’s painting, Woman Seated in the Underground on the Internet.
(POEMS) 

Woman Seated in the Underground, 1941 by Carol Ann Duffy
I forget. I have looked at the other faces and found

no memory, no love. Christ, she’s a rum one.

Their laughter fills the tunnel, but it does not

comfort me. There was a bang and then

I was running with the rest through smoke. Thick, grey

smoke has covered thirty years at least.

I know I am pregnant, but I do not know my name.

Now they are singing. Underneath the lantern

by the barrack gate. But waiting for whom?

Did I? I have no wedding ring, no handbag, nothing.

I want a fag. I have either lost my ring or I am

a loose woman. No. Someone has loved me. Someone

is looking for me even now. I live somewhere.

I sing the word darling and it yields nothing.

Nothing. A child is crying. Mine doesn’t show yet.

Baby. My hands mime the memory of knitting.

Purl. Plain. I know how to do these things, yet my mind

has unravelled into thin threads that lead nowhere.

In a moment I shall stand up and scream until

somebody helps me. The skies were filled with sirens, planes,

fire, bombs, and I lost myself in the crowd. Dear God.

In small groups:

· How does the poem differ from your original perception of the picture?

· What does Christ, she’s a rum one mean?
· What is a loose woman? What is a fag?
· How is memory described in the poem? Explain.
· What is dramatic monologue?
· What is enjambement? Could one relate the use of enjambement to the woman’s state of mind?
· Characterise the ‘I’ of the poem.

………………………………………………………………………………………….
Pre-reading: 
· What does the following quote (from Shakespeare’s King Lear) mean: ‘As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods, They kill us for their sport’?
· Think of examples of people playing God.
· Should society look after people that need help? Discuss.
___________ __ __________ by Carol Ann Duffy
Today I am going to kill something. Anything.

I have had enough of being ignored and today

I am going to play God. It is an ordinary day,

a sort of grey with boredom stirring in the streets.

I squash a fly against the window with my thumb.

We did that at school. Shakespeare. It was in

another language and now the fly is in another language.

I breathe out talent on the glass to write my name.

I am a genius. I could be anything at all, with half

the chance. But today I am going to change the world.

Something’s world. The cat avoids me. The cat

knows I am a genius and has hidden itself.

I pour the goldfish down the bog. I pull the chain.

I see that it is good. The budgie is panicking.

Once a fortnight, I walk the two miles into town

for signing on. They don’t appreciate my autograph.

There is nothing left to kill. I dial the radio

and tell the man he’s talking to a superstar.

He cuts me off. I get our bread-knife and go out.

The pavements glitter suddenly. I touch your arm.

Discuss the following questions in small groups:
· Who is the ‘I’ of the poem?

· What happens to the ‘I’ persona in the poem?

· What do you think happens at the end of the poem? Explain.
· What is the sense of time like in the poem?
· What happens if society excludes people like the ‘I’ of the poem?

· Suggest a title for the poem. Explain your suggestion.
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Pre-reading

· If you could choose anywhere in the world, where would you like to spend New Year’s Eve? Why?
· What do you expect the poem to be about when you see the title?
A New View of Scotland/Love Poem by Liz Lochhead
Down on her hands and knees

at ten at night on Hogmanay,

my mother still giving it elbowgrease

jiffywaxing the vinolay. (This is too

ordinary to be nostalgia.) On the kitchen table

a newly opened tin of sockeye salmon.

Though we do not expect anyone,

the slab of black bun,

petticoat-tails fanned out

on bone china.

‘Last year it was very quiet …’

Mum’s got her rollers in with waveset

and her well-pressed good dress

slack across the candlewick upstairs.

Nearly half-ten already and her not shifted!

If we’re to even hope to prosper

this midnight must find us

how we would like to be.

A new view of Scotland

with a dangling calendar

is propped under last year’s,

ready to take its place

Darling, it’s thirty years since

anybody was able to trick me,

December thirtyfirst, into

‘looking into a mirror to see a lassie

wi’ as minny heids as days in the year’ –

and two already since,

familiar strangers at a party,

we did not know that we were

the happiness we wished each other

when the Bells went, did we?

All over the city

off-licences pull down their shutters,

people make for where they want to be

to bring the new year in.

In highrises and tenements

sunburst clocks tick

on dusted mantelshelves.

Everyone puts on their best spread of plenty

(for to even hope to prosper

this midnight must find us

how we would like to be).

So there’s a bottle of sickly liqueur

among the booze in the alcove,

golden crusts on steak pies

like quilts on a double bed.

And this is where we live.

There is no time like the

present for a kiss.
Discuss the following questions in pairs / small groups:

· How is time used in the poem?

· Why has the poet given the poem two titles?
· According to the poem, how do people behave on New Year’s Eve?
· Is there a difference between memory and nostalgia? Explain.

· What is a simile and what is a metaphor?

· Find a simile in the poem. How is the simile used?
Individually:

· Write a poem with the opening line: There is no time like the present for a kiss.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Pre-reading:
In pairs (one of you is A the other is B) 
· Take it in turns to describe the cartoons you have been given without your partner seeing them.

The Man in the Comic Strip by Liz Lochhead
For the man in the comic strip

things are not funny. No wonder he’s

running in whichever direction his pisspoor

piston legs are facing

getting nowhere fast.

If only he had the sense he was born with

he’d know there is a world of difference

between the thinks bubble and the speech balloon

and when to keep it zipped, so, with a visible fastener —

But his mouth is always getting him into trouble.

Fistfights blossom round him,

there are flowers explode when the punches connect.

A good idea is a lightbulb, but too seldom.

When he curses, spirals

and asterisks and exclamation marks

whizz around his head like his always palpable distress.

Fear comes off him like petals from a daisy.

Anger brings lightning down on his head and

has him hopping.

Hunger fills the space around him

with floating ideograms of roasted chickens

and iced buns like maidens’ breasts the way

the scent of money fills his eyes with dollar signs.

For him the heart is always a beating heart,

True Love —

always comically unrequited.

The unmistakeable silhouette of his one-and-only

will always be kissing another

behind the shades at her window

and, down-at-the-mouth, he’ll

always have to watch it from the graphic

lamplit street.

He never knows what is around the corner

although we can see it coming.

When he is shocked his hair stands perfectly on end.

But his scream is a total zero and he knows it.

Knows to beware of the zigzags of danger,

knows how very different from

the beeline of zee’s that is a hostile horizontal buzzing

of singleminded insects swarming after him

are the gorgeous big haphazzard zeds of sleep.
Questions:

· How is comic book imagery used in the poem? (Which signs and symbols are used?)
· Characterise the man.

· Which sounds are used in the poem? Are any sounds repeated – if so, why?

· Comment on the last line of the poem.

· What is the world of the comic book like?

· How is enjambement used in this poem?

· How does spoken/written language differ from images?  

· How are images used in descriptive language?
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Tower blocks, Gorbals, Glasgow
Milne's Court, Edinburgh
· Think of at least five adjectives to describe each picture.
(SHORT STORIES)
Pre-reading:

· What is a detective story?

· What do you expect from the detective story genre? (Consider in particular plot, characters, setting and language.)

Tit for Tat by Ian Rankin
The two Ian Rankin stories are from Ian Rankin – The Complete Short Stories published by Orion (2005).
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Bearded Tit
Questions:
· What are tenements and what does Rebus mean when he uses the word ‘tenementality’? Compare this to Jacob Riis’ description of late 19th century New York tenements (see below).
· Consider the setting. How is Edinburgh described? (What is ‘Auld Reekie’?)

· How are clues used in the story? At which point in the story did you know who was guilty?
· Characterise Rebus. Use examples from the text to substantiate your characterisation. (Is he ever sarcastic or ironic?)

· What is the stereotype of a detective? List some adjectives.

· Find words used to describe who owns / lives in properties in the story.

· Rankin uses several idioms (faste udtryk) in the story. What does ‘no flies on you’ mean? What about ‘tit for tat’? Finish the following saying: ‘pour oil on troubled……….?
· Translate the Danish word selvtægt into English.

· What is grammatically unusual about the following sentence? ‘Tourists, plenty of them, he had seen, but ospreys were there none’. 
Jacob Riis, from How the Other Half Lives (1890) 

What is a tenement? The law defines it as a house "occupied by three or four more families, living independently and doing their cooking on the premises; or by more than two families on a floor, so living and cooking and having a common right in the halls, stairways, yards, etc." 

The tenement is generally a brick building from four to six stories high on the street, frequently with a store on the first floor which, used for the sale of liquor, has a side opening for the benefit of the inmates and to evade the Sunday law; four families occupy each floor, and a set of rooms consists of one or two dark closets, used as bedrooms, with a living room twelve feet by ten. The staircase is too often a dark well in the centre of the house, and no direct through ventilation is possible, each family being separated from the other by partition.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Pre-Reading

Here are some examples of job titles that have been ‘upgraded’.
· Space consultant (estate agent) 

· Ambient replenishment controllers (shelf stackers) 

· Revenue Protection Officer (ticket inspector) 

· Foot health gain facilitator (chiropodist) 

· Head of Verbal Communications (secretary) 

· Technical horticultural maintenance officer (gardener) 

· Flueologist (chimney sweep) 

· Dispatch services facilitator (post room worker) 

· Regional head of services, infrastructure and procurement (caretaker) 

· Knowledge navigator (teacher)
http://www.plainenglish.co.uk/jobtitles.htm

· Why have these job titles been ‘upgraded’? What’s wrong with ‘calling a spade a spade’?

· English job titles are used a lot in Denmark – why might this be and what problems might it cause?
· What could a deep hole be a metaphor for? Make some suggestions.
A Deep Hole by Ian Rankin 

The two Ian Rankin stories are from Ian Rankin – The Complete Short Stories published by Orion (2005). It can also be found on BBC/Scotland.

Questions
· Where is the story set? Would it change the story if it was set in Edinburgh? If so, in what way?
· What sort of ‘Physical Persuasion Techniques’ might Daintry use?
· Characterise Sam. 
· Describe the narrator. Does the narrator address the reader directly in the short story at any point?

· How does Rankin create suspense in the story?

· What does ‘just deserts’ mean? Does Daintry get his ‘just deserts’?

· How does the short story compare to those of Hemingway? Think of similarities and differences.

· The term tartan noir has been used to describe Ian Rankin and a group of modern Scottish writers. What do you think the term means? 

[image: image5.jpg]



(ESSAY)
Edinburgh: A City of Stories by Ian Rankin
Find the text at Encyclopedia.com
Ian Rankin is the author of the Inspector Rebus novels, international number-one best sellers that have been translated into some 30 languages. He has received numerous awards from across Europe and the United States and was in 2002 awarded the order of Officer of the British Empire (OBE) for services to literature. 
Source:      http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/179167/Edinburgh
Questions:
· Where does the name Rebus come from? 
· Why, according to Rankin, is Edinburgh ‘a city of stories’?

· What was found by Edinburgh schoolchildren in 1836?

· Why was Dr. Jekyll and Mr.  Hyde set in London? 
· How are Edinburgh’s New Town and Old Town described? What does Rankin mean when he talks about ‘metaphors for the human condition’ in relation to the two parts of the city?
· Why is ‘Writer’s Block’ a play on words here? 
· What is the ‘beauty of Edinburgh’?

· What is Arthur’s Seat?
· What was banned in 2006?
· Why might Rankin have chosen to use the name Brodie for the character in the short story Tit for Tat?
· How does living in Edinburgh influence Ian Rankin’s writing? 
(Nb. If you are interested in this see Harold Bloom’s ‘Anxiety of Influence’ theory)

· What is ‘The Edinburgh Novel’? What might ‘The Middelfart Novel’ contain?

· ‘…challenging, inventive, vibrant, visceral, and relevant’. What type of words are they? What do they mean? What else could they describe? 
Glossary
(Remember to look up any other words in the compendium that you do not know. Use your dictionary!)
	Word / Phrase
	Page
	Explanation

	Enjambement
	4
	The ‘run-on’ of a sentence on to the next line of poetry

	Dramatic monologue
	4
	A speech by a character in fiction or in history explaining his or her feelings, actions, or motives. The monologue is usually directed toward a silent audience, with the speaker's words influenced by a critical situation.

	Loose woman
	4
	A woman who is casual and unrestrained in sexual behaviour (løs på tråden)

	She’s a rum one
	4
	She’s strange / peculiar

	wanton
	5
	Here: Without motivation or provocation.  Hensynsløs / uprovokeret

	Hogmanay
	6
	(Scot.) New Year’s Eve

	elbowgrease
	6
	Knofedt / knoklearbejde

	Sockeye salmon
	6
	A species of Pacific Salmon

	a lassie wi’ as minny heids
	6
	(Scot.) A girl with as many heads

	simile
	7
	a figure of speech that expresses a resemblance between things of different kinds (usually formed with `like' or `as')

	metaphor
	7
	a figure of speech in which an expression is used to refer to something that it does not literally denote in order to suggest a similarity 

	ideogram
	8
	a graphic character that indicates the meaning of a thing without indicating the sounds used to say it

	Palpable distress 
	8
	Obvious pain

	unrequited
	8
	Not returned. Ugengældt - Han sad tilbage med sin ugengældte kærlighed

	Hostile
Horizontal (Vertical)
	9
	Unfriendly / aggressive
Horizontal = Vandret Vertical = Lodret

	vermin
	11
	Small animals or insects that are pests; e.g. cockroaches or rats

	rehabilitation
	11
	Rehabilitering (They try to make me go to rehab. But I say no, no, no…)

	spinster
	11
	Unmarried woman, usually elderly

	Microcosm 
	11
	a miniature model of something

	feasible
	11
	capable of being done; possible

	absentee
	11
	Someone who is absent or not in residence


	Word/Phrase
	Page
	Explanation

	
	
	

	Bemusement
	11
	Confusion; failure to understand

	Coveted
	12
	Desired; in demand

	maliciously
	12
	Wanting other people to suffer

	arson
	12
	Burning property; starting fires maliciously

	soot
	12
	 Sod

	CID
	12
	Acronym for Crime Investigation Department. A department of the British police of which Rebus is a part. Detectives wear plain clothes instead of uniforms.

	Auld Reekie
	12
	Nickname for Edinburgh (Scots for Old Smoky).

	Dishy
	13
	Sexually attractive

	Osprey
	13
	Large bird of prey

	predominated
	13
	There were a large number of them (i.e. the bandages), they occupied a commanding position.

	Doolally
	14
	Skør

	Allegations
	15
	A formal accusation against somebody (often in a court of law)

	Strewn
	15
	Spread, scattered

	Aye
	15
	(Scots) Yes

	Door-jamb
	16
	A vertical side member of a door or window frame. 

	Endearing
	17
	Lovable, especially in a childlike or naive way.

	Configuration
	17
	An arrangement of parts or elements.

	Peeping Tom
	17
	Someone who enjoys seeing the sexual acts or naked bodies of others.

	Grudge
	17
	Resentment strong enough to justify retaliation. At bære nag til…

	Nourishing
	19
	Wholesome, good for you (esp. food).
Nærende

	Niggling
	19
	Here: a small element of doubt, an idea that something might be wrong: I had a niggling doubt that I had left the cooker on.

	Secluded
	20
	Hidden from general view or use; private

	Voyeur
	21
	A viewer who enjoys seeing the sexual acts or sexual organs of others.

	Pneumatic drill
	24
	Tryklufthammer

	Parlance
	24
	A manner of speaking that is natural to native speakers of a language.

	Dole
	25
	Money received from the state. Unemployment benefit. Arbejdsløshedsunderstøttelse.

	Inevitably
	25
	Could not be otherwise, unavoidable, bound to happen.

	persistent
	25
	Never-ending, continuous. 

The dog was persistently trying to chew the sofa.

	abundance
	25 
	A large quantity. A more than adequate quantity or supply.

	Hard case
	25
	Hård banan

	Put the frighteners on
	25
	Frighten somebody. Make somebody scared using violence or threats.

	Tapped him
	26
	Borrow money from. 

	Reminiscences
	26
	Things remembered from the past. (Often nostalgic)

	Salted away
	27
	Save money.
Lægge penge til side

	Prosperous
	27
	Comfortably wealthy, profitable.

	Cussedness
	27
	Mean-spirited, disagreeable. 

	North Circular
	28


	One of the busiest roads in London. Together, the North and South Circulars form a ring around London.

	Rigor mortis
	28
	Muscular stiffening that begins 2 to 4 hours after death and lasts for about 4 days.

	Geordie
	30
	A native of Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

	Scouser
	30
	A native of Liverpool.

	Recce
	30
	Reconnaissance (abbreviation). Having a good look at or around something.

	Trespass
	31
	Entry to another's property without right or permission.

	Shooting up or shagging
	31
	Injecting drugs or having sex.

	Trading Standards
	32
	An institute that enforces and represents consumer protection in the UK.

	Amenities
	33
	Things that make people more comfortable and at ease. I.e. a toilet seat…


	Clientele

	33

	Collective group of customers


	Word/Phrase
	Page
	Explanation

	Sustenance
	35
	A source of materials (e.g. food, money) to nourish/ keep alive.

	Commemorating
	35
	In order to honour and remember a person, act, event etc.

	Pedestrian
	36
	A person who travels by foot. (Can also mean something that lacks imagination or is slow).

	Succession
	36
	One thing after another.

	Heritage
	36
	Things that are handed down from the past by tradition.

	Seeped
	36
	(Often about liquids)To pass gradually or leak through.

	Exhaustive
	36
	Testing all possibilities; thorough.

	Repute
	36
	The state of being favourably known, spoken of, or esteemed; reputation.

	Nefarious
	36
	Evil, wicked.

	Stifling
	37
	Uncomfortably hot or stuffy; oppressive.

	demotic
	37
	Here: a common, popular form of language.

	Douce
	37
	Sober, sedate.

	elusive
	37
	Difficult to catch: e.g. an elusive thief.

	tangentially
	38
	Here: of superficial relevance only.

	Notorious 
	38
	Well-known for some bad or unfavourable quality; infamous.

	excavations
	38
	Udgravninger.

	enforce
	39
	Give force to, strengthen.

	tranquil
	39
	Peaceful, quiet.

	warren
	39
	A series of tunnels where rabbits live.

	decanting
	39
	To pour out, transfer, or unload as if by pouring.
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