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Report Seminar Turning into New Directions
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The seminar had 59 participants, mostly members of the national project teams which consist of history educators from Universities, Gymnasia and Primary schools from Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and Federation of Serbia and Montenegro. Resource persons came from Denmark, Macedonia, Montenegro, the Netherlands, Romania, Russia, Slovenia and Switzerland. Jelka Razpotnik, Policy Officer in the EUROCLIO Board, also from Slovenia, acted as resource person as well as seminar organiser. 

The seminar was based on 3 main elements: plenary sessions in which the materials were presented, discussion groups and workshops with examples of good practice.

The seminar aimed: 

1. To discuss and improve the topics, the structure and the framework and the approaches for the educational materials.

2. To rethink about the key questions.

3. To discuss the ways ahead and the further development of the project objectives.

4. To train history educators from the region by regional and international consultants.

5. To evaluate the importance of these trainings and the project on the development of materials.

6. To receive feedback from the participants about the present state of the teaching materials.

The Seminar

Plenary sessions

In the opening session Ms Joke van der Leeuw-Roord, Executive Director of EUROCLIO welcomed the participants and gave a short overview of EUROCLIO’s efforts to retrieve further project funding as this was the final seminar funded by the Danish Neighbour Programme. Ms Lieke van Wijk presented the current and future EUROCLIO activities and presented the aims and objectives for this seminar. 

Ms Smilja Mrdja, as history teacher member of the Bosnian Textbook Committee presented the work of the Committee. The Committee has held six meetings from July to November 2004, in order to formulate guidelines for future history and geography school textbooks in Bosnia and Herzegovina, under guidance of the OSCE, Council of Europe and the Georg Eckert Institute for International Textbook Research based in Braunsweig, Germany. The results are promising, as they have produced a good text, in line with the standards for textbook development, as they are formulated by UNESCO and the Council of Europe.
Unfortunately the text was until now not signed by the 13 Bosnian Ministers of Education, however the Council of Europe Education Department in Sarajevo expects this to happen within months. Another unfortunate element was that the committee has operated without most of the present textbook authors neither members representing this project. In late February the group will travel again to Braunsweig, Germany to finalise its work. Ms Mrdja stated the Committee has no clear plan to follow when the proposal is not approved by the Ministers. Even if it is accepted, she feared that the Ministers can not legally be forced  to follow the recommendations of the Committee. As far as she had understood, there was also not foreseen in an implementation procedure. Later information, obtained from the Council of Europe representatives in Sarajevo, made known that the guidelines will be published in the Official Gazetta, which means that the document will have a high legal status.

This talk of Ms Smilja Mrdja confirmed what was discussed the day before at the OSCE Office in Sarajevo. Together with Ms Azra Junuzovic, Mr Lars-Ake Stahl the Director of the Department of Education, OSCE, and Mr Emir Adzovic, Staff member Council of Europe we discussed the current situation of history education in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The implementation of new laws and decisions in education all face the same problem of lack of implementation measures. However, Mr Emir Adzovic expressed his satisfaction with the founding of EUROCLIO-HIP on a state level. He favoured the Association to act as an official advice body for the Ministry of Education. 
A new government is being under construction in Republika Srbska. When the new government is installed and there are for us pressing things to discuss, the OSCE advised to arrange another meeting at the Ministry of Education. With the Council of Europe it was later agreed to wait for the official publication in the Gazetta for further action. At that moment we would also be able to show some materials ready for piloting in schools.
As second speaker that morning, Mr Benny Christensen, history educator from Denmark acting as consultant, presented an in depth study into the educational aspects of the teaching materials, as they were presented in the autumn. His activity looked into key-questions, the framework of the materials, the sources presented in the draft version of the materials and the proposed questions and activities. His findings and conclusions showed the progress of the work as well as the needs for future development.

He concluded that some key questions have little relation to the materials and that their use should be reconsidered. The national and regional diversity was little shown through the present materials. The material was still rather unbalanced in its time span. From the period to cover, 1944-1990, too little material was available on the period 1945-1960. And also the last 10 years were underrepresented. A serious scrutinising of the questions showed too much emphasis on reproductive questions and little weight to questions higher in the taxonomy. On top of that quite a number of questions were outside the scope of the materials, and Christensen questioned if that was a deliberate choice. 

As positive results Christensen mentioned the high aspirations, the clear gender perspective and the originality of the proposed materials. In the end of his contribution he urged the participants to decide during this seminar what kind of book they wanted. 

1. The book in its own right, for use in classroom (sexy sources, critical thinking, active methods)

2. The book as a part of a wider history teaching and learning (in combination with other books)

3. The book as a tool for inclusive teaching and learning, both for the student and … (main focus of the book outside the school)

4. The book as a tool for the student to reflect – citizen-shaping (as an instrument for present and future)

He also suggested a clear structure for the book with an introduction, 3 topics, each covering 5-6 aspects plus examples of questions, per source, per aspect/theme and with cross-topical perspectives.
Ms Jelka Razpotnik had looked into the way the key questions could much better guide the materials. For that reason she had studied the materials in depth and offered a wide variety of possible questions, to be addressed by the materials. She also urged the participants first to decide on the learning outcomes for students, before deciding on what materials shuld be included.
In the final session the observers from the EUROCLIO/Matra project Mosaic of Cultures in Russia (2003-2006) and the EUROCLIO/Center Education 2000+/Matra project Fostering History and Citizenship Education in Romania (2003-2006) were asked to share their experiences with the audience. Both stressed the need to scrutinize the key questions and the questions to the sources. They both pointed out that the materials showed still a lack of educational dimensions. Also they both made a plea for more everyday life, non official and more “sexy” sources.

Ms Pilvi Torsti, Project Manager for a common project of United World Colleges and International Baccalaureate in Bosnia-Herzegovina informed the audience about the project and its future planning. They plan in 2006 to run a sponsored International Baccalaureate stream in the Mostar Gymnasium, with local, regional and international students on UWC scholarships. Further to support Druga Gymnasium in Sarajevo to develop the IB programme and to introduce the IB programme to the Gymnasium in Banja Luka. This year  they would like to set up preparatory courses and activities for students in Mostar, Sarajevo and Banja Luka, a UWC-led IB teacher training for Bosnian teachers and a conference on international education and post-conflict reconstruction.
Ms Joke van der Leeuw-Roord informed the audience of the future tentative planning of the project. As soon as the intended new donors will announce their willingness to support the project, the work can be started again. For the time being the process is put on the hold.
Workshops

Each participant had the opportunity to attend four different active workshops. The project management had ask the consultants to use the present materials as basis for their work. All of them had recognised the need to deal with (key) questioning and to work through active working methods. 
Ms Elisa Tawitian, history teacher and textbook author from Slovenia, presented a workshop with the title How to use project material in the classroom – obstacles and opportunities. She focused upon the preparation of the materials for group work in classroom. Also she paid attention to the rather traditional role of teachers and pupils and presented a more modern and interactive one.
Mr Benny Christensen, Denmark, concentrated upon The teacher resource book: which? How? Why? In follow-up of his earlier presentation, he raised awareness for the importance of questions related to the sources. If an introduction and the initial questions are cut, would sources still be useful?  He also prepared a role-play on the future official launch of the teacher resource guide into public life in the three countries. In different groups he had the public and the press react and the authors to defend their work and choices.
Mr Thomas Notz, history educator and president of the Swiss History Teachers' Association, focused on Working with sources: virtues and sins. Finding new tasks for written sources of the textbook. He worked on theory and practice, how to bring pupils to ask questions to the sources. In special tasks he asked the participants to enhance the students’ understanding in history.
Mr Mire Mladenovski, history teacher and president of the Macedonian History Teachers' Association, has,  among others, produced the resource book and CD-Rom Change and Continuity in Everyday Life in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia 1945-2000 result of the EUROCLIO project Understanding a Shared Past, Learning for the Future (2000-2003). His workshop dealt with the topic Sources and Questions – How to connect them? He was able to address still another aspect of questions: how to create a good question? In connection with sources he showed there are two ways: 1. make questions and search for appropriate sources; 2. find materials and make questions for it. 
Presentation of teaching materials
For the first time the materials were presented by the interregional group, in combined presentations. All groups had prepared national materials along the lines of the decisions made in the September seminar and the authors and management meeting in November. As it was difficult to merge this work before the seminar, most of work to develop coherent common presentations had to be done at the scene. As a result most topic groups worked well into the night to finalise their materials.
The first topic Ideological Foundation and its Influence on the Overall Life revised the initial structure into a clear format with 5 subtopics with sub key-questions. Even before the presentation, they were already aware that the material focused too much on high politics and too less upon everyday life. The search for unofficial sources, cartoons and sources that show multiperspectivity continues.
Also the second topic group Standards of Living improved the structure by dividing the topic into subtopics and sub key-questions. However there was still far too much material and not very well balanced. To overcome the danger of an odd collection of materials, it is in this topic very important to formulate learning outcomes. Not without standing all the attractive photos they showed, the focus should be far more on active learning and creating critical thinking skills.
The authors of the third topic Cultural Life/Mass Culture have been able to design a clear rational behind their division into subtopics and sub key questions. However it looks that still a lot of (not existing) background knowledge was expected by the authors. They also need to take the age of the pupils more into account and explain or introduce sources.
In general the work is processing into the right direction. Discussions aroused whether some sources are better in one than in the other topic. The diversity between the three former republics and in society needs more attention, as well as the European dimension. A separate checklist to guide and monitor the further process of development has been developed.
Management meetings
The management group used the opportunity for meetings at Friday morning, Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. In these meetings the seminar and the project were evaluated and the next steps were planned. The general feeling was that a lot has been accomplished in the scope of this project, although the coordinators thought results could even have been better. However they also agreed that still a lot had to be accomplished.

Outcomes seminar

The seminars lead to the following results:

1. The topics and the structure of the teaching materials have been revised and agreed upon.
2. Up to 60 - 70 % of appropriate teaching materials have been collected.

3. The atmosphere between and within the three national groups has further improved. Although some authors did not always like to work such long hours during the seminar, the importance of communication before a meeting was generally acknowledged.

4. There are some tensions within the three topic groups, especially between the history teachers and the academic historians. Some of the academic historians seem to distance themselves from the practise of history teaching, and therefore showed not always an active attitude during the seminar and the workshops.

5. The four consultants managed to present four different approaches towards questions and tasks related to the teaching materials and the (key) questions. This was highly valued by the group and turned out to be filling a need. The workshops were well evaluated.
6. The Swiss Embassy has showed interest in supporting activities such as co-financing future teacher training activities and a possible study visit to Switzerland.
Problems

1. The Danish decision to stop to support project based activities, with as result the termination of the support for the project.

2. The lack of funds, as result of this decision, to continue the project.

3. No positive feed back until now about the two project proposals which were sent as follow-up and for including Montenegro into the project. The proposals have been submitted several months ago to the Dutch and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
4. The project is on a hold, which brings a danger of loosing confidence in a positive final outcome.
As soon as new financing is ensured the following next steps will be taken:
1. Each team will further scrutinize the key questions to the material.

2. Each team will continue to collect materials. An effort will be made to include more sources on everyday life, the diversity between the republics and within society and a European dimension.

3. Each team will design engaging and involving tasks for pupils working with the collected materials for 15/16 and 17/18 years old.

4. The management team in the Netherlands will organize the next project management meeting in The Hague in April.

5. The EUROCLIO team will keep in contact with the Montenegro History Teachers’ Association in Foundation and start a full fledged programme of cooperation. 

6. The EUROCLIO team will write a project proposal together with the Swiss History Teachers’ Association for the Swiss Embassy in Sarajevo.

7. The EUROCLIO team will continue working on further resources for the project. 

8. As soon as the Textbook Guidelines for Bosnia-Herzegovina are published in the Official Gazetta we will, in consultation with the Council of Europe and the OSCE, organize a new meeting with the new Minister of Education in Republic Serbska. 

Joke van der Leeuw-Roord and Lieke van Wijk
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